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shoulder. Henry scarcely uttered a cry ; the second
blow severed one of the large arteries close to the
heart. A gentleman was about to run his sword
into the assassin, who stood, knife in hand, as if
astonished at what he had done and making no
attempt to escape, but fipernon forbade him on his
life to hurt the man, whom the King's attendants
protected from the fury of the collecting crowd.
The curtains of the coach were drawn, the people
were told that the King was only wounded and his
lifeless body was carried back to the Louvre.

In a second the knife of a mad fanatic had altered
the course of the world's history* Had Henry IV,
prospered in the undertaking he meditated, and
assuredly the chances were much in his favour, Ger-
many would have been spared the horrors of the
Thirty Years1 War, the ruin of her material prosper-
ity, the paralysis for a time of all intellectual energy
and growth. Protestantism would have become
predominant, or at least would not have been
crushed, in Hungary and Bohemia and other Aus-
trian dominions. The House of Savoy would have
founded an Italian kingdom two centuries and a
half before the time when an allied French and
Piedmontese army drove the Austrians out of Lom-
bardy. Yet we must not forget that the triumph of
Henry IV. would have raised France to a pre-
eminence such as that to which she attained during
the first years of the present century. Henry of
Bourbon, no doubt, would not have used his power
in the same fashion as Napoleon Buonaparte. But
who could answer for his successors? Would it